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A Man, in a ſtate of nature, has no Supe- 

rior but the God who made him. Life, 

Liberty, and the Produce of his labors are 
exempt from human controul. * 


If he conceive'it conducive to happineſs to 
ſubmit to the reſtraints of Society, it is his 
duty to repel—by force of arms, it neceflary 
——all attacks on the p1G6N1ITY and SACRED 
RIGHTS, of man, 


He is not to be intimidated by the threats 
of a TYRANT, nor awed into captivity by 


a preſumptuous appeal to the Diving inhe- 


ritance of Kings, 


On all great emergencies, he is to revert 
to the firſt principles of ſocial life. In con- 
cert with his fellow- citizens, he is to vindi- 
cate the original and ſacred compact of 
Society. What our to be is the only 
queſtion, which freemen can condeſcend to 
agitate. Whatever has been obtained by 
fraud or violence, they will diſregard or 
repeal. 5 
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Hence the importance of public intercourfe 
——of a pure, unfettered ſouree of communi- 
cation. The moment the hand of power 
prevails over the freedom of the preſs, we 
are a RUINED PEOPLE. 


It has been ſaid, TRUTH is a LIBEL— 
and, the greater the truth, the greater the libel. 
J hope, for the honor of human nature, this 
doctrine has no exiſtence but in the breaſt o 
Lord Mansfield, | 


Gracious Heaven ! if truth and falſhood be 
equally criminal, we are doomed tOETERNAL - 
SILENCE !! The prefs, inſtead of being con- 
ſecrated to freedom, will be the degraded 
vehicle of the Eulogium of a Miniſter, or 
the Panegyric of a Tyrant! ! 


I am not ambitions of popular applauſe. 
Satisfied with the approbation of conſcience, 
I neither court the ſmiles, nor dread the 
frowns of any created Being ; * but I ſo- 
lemnly pledge myſelf to encounter impriſon- 
ment and even death, rather than ſubmit to 


* The firſt edition of this pamphlet was without the 
Author's name; but when Mr. Ridgway declined the ſale, 
the Author was reduced to the alternative of publiſhing his 
own name, or of expoſing honeſt men to the reſentments 
pf the Party, for, by act of Parliament, there is a heavy 
penalty for publiſhing without ſome reſponſible perſon's 
name. : 


a bondage 


3 
2 bondage tos abject to be endured. And if 
any thing which I can do, or ſuffer, be ulti- 
mately ſerviceable to the cauſe of freedom, 
or tend to emancipate my country from 
arbitrary violence, 1 ſhall be abundantly re- 


warded by the conſcious rectitude of my 
intentions, and the ſucceſs of the enterprize. 


If I have paſſed the limits of modera- 
tion, or inadvertently expreſſed my ſenti- 
ments in terms of TREASON, or DEFAMA= 
TION, I ſhall embrace the opportunity of 
evincing my reverence for the laws, by a 
dutiful ſubmiſſion to the atonement they 
demand. But let a Jury of my PEER 
the Guardian Angels of the Realm —firſt 
pronounce me GUILTY, Let me be ac- 
cuſed, convicted, and condemned in the 


' Proceſs eſtabliſhed by the wiſdom of our 


anceſlors. 


Rather than permit a PRINcRof the Br oop, 


or the Pax TIZ ANS of a FAcTION to ROE 
me of my property, and detain my Sentiments. 


from public view, I will periſb. 


The immediate conſequences of the injuſ- 
tice of which 1 complain are purely perſonal, 
but the remote and incidental will be general 
and alarming. If the mandate of a Prince 
of Wales be ſuffered to intercept the pro- 
ductions of the Preſs, and ROB a Citizen with 

impunity - 
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impunity, I predict a ſyſtem of perſecution 
to which the iniquities of the Star-Chamber 
were unimportant trifles. 


But I have not the moſt diſtant apprehen- 
flon that a meaſure of ſuch violence will be 
countenanced in a court of Law. I even 
venture to athrm, that no man will be found 
fo corrupt in Principle, or abandoned in Prac- 
tice. as to ayow himſelf the Advocate of ſuch 
lawleſs Proceedings. And yet I am ap- 
prized of the friendſhip which Mr. Erſkine 
entertains for the PART, and of his zeal 
to vindicate their Fame. But if he have the 
temerity to come forward on the preſent 
occaſion, I will certainly embrace the 
opportunity of aſking him by what ſecret 
Maxims in Law, or myſterious Analogies in 
Equity, an Individual may aſſume the Office 
of JupGt, JURY, and EXEcuTIONER. Not 
that I mean to combat him in a war of WoRDS. 
I ſhall fimply prove that my Property has 
been illegally detained. The learned Gen- 
tleman may then diſplay his eloquence in the 
vain attempt to extenuate the infamy of his 
employers. 


- 


PHILIP WITHERS. 


SLOAN SQUARE, 
Jan. 19, 1789. 
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This is the Converſation Piece, which cauſed ſo much terror and 
alarm in Pall-Mall, | 


ADVER- 
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The Editor throws himſelf on the indulgence of tie 


Public for. ſeveral Preſs Errors in ALFRED, and the 
QuarTO PAMPHLET to which this Narrative alludes. 


The principal are, King's can ds wrong, inſtead of, 
King's can do no wrong.* Traduced B Y mpiety, inſtcad 
of, traduced F O R impiety. t 

* 

Three Printing Houſes were employed i in the work, 
which cauſed ſome ſhades of difference in the colour of 
the paper of Page 67 to 69. 


Page 84. 1 Page 47. 
SS S SSSSS SSS 
London. Feb. 4, 178. 
On Saturday the 14th Inſtant, at Ten in the Morning, 
will be publiſhed, | 
Anotker LETTER from 
A L F ED D 


TO THE 


PRINCE 5r WALES. 


PRICR ONE SHILLING., 
Allo, aREPLY toa LETTER from a 


dM 0B EN 
| To FT EP | 
=D T HF © 
PrrcE ONE SHILLING. 
May be had together or ſeparate. 


The Nobility, &c. are defired to ſend Heir oo Ser. 
wants early to prevent diſappointment, 
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Do not 4 that my ſupreme 3 was to ſerve my 
country, by ſupporting Mr. Prrr. 
My attachment to this gentleman is ſincere and honor- 


able.“ I believe him to be a PATRIOT, and influenced 


by principles as pure and diſintereſted as the preſent ſtate 
of mortality will admit. 


I ſhould not be entitled to belief, were I to pronounce 


the Miniſter PERFECT. Perfection is the attribute of 


Deity. Icandidly own that ſome parts of Mr. PiTT's poli- 
tical life, I defire to forget. And ſome parts of Mr. Fox's 


political life, I defire to retain in grateful remembrance. 


But in the important queſtion, zo whom ought the Prince to 
entruſt the ſubordinate-government of the kingdom? I find no 
difficulty in anſwering, Mr. PiTT will be the man——if 
the conſervation of the juſt Prerogatives of the Crown, and 
the ſacred privileges of the People—the extenſion of com- 


* I have occaſionally written in defence of Mr. Pitt's miniſtry, ever 
fince his acceſſion to power. But never received a ſhilling ; neither actually 
nor by promiſe, | 


B | merce, 
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60 
merce, with the glory and happineſs of the realm be of 


greater eſtimation with his Highneſs, than the friendſhips 
of a Card Table, or the attachments of the Turf. 


Were it conſiſtent with the ſyſtem of policy termed | 
the/ConsTiTuT1ON, for the People to controul * the ſu- 
prane Magiſtrate in his choice of Miniſters, his High- 

/ neſs would ſoon be informed in whom, alone, they can 
repoſe with confidence, the protection of LIFE, PRIvi- 


LEGE, and PROPERTY. / 


I was induced to ſolicit public attention to my ſen- 
timents on the Regency, from a report that Mr. Pitt, in 
f expreſſing a noble abhorrence of Mr. Fox's doctrine of 
_ hereditary right, had paſſed the limits of the Conſtitution. 


And I now repeat, with additional ardor and convic- 
tion, that ſo far from paſſing the limits of the conſtitution, 
the Miniſter has too much modeſty, or too little courage 
to proceed to the point of duty. F It is, however, no more 
than juſtice to acknowlege, that ſufficient has been ac- 
compliſhed to ſecure him preſent applauſe, and to render 
his name dear to the remoteſt ages of the world. 


q To corroborate the concluſions in my Pamphlet, 1 
alk permiſſion to ſubjoin a few detached remarks on po- 
Iitical controul. And I hope the Reverend Editors of the 
Herald—the General Advertiſer and of thoſe 4po/fate 
Papers, who have made their peace, by the coſtly facri- 
hce of virtue and freedom, will recommend the Author 
and his maxims to the Public by opPPOSLT ION and ABUSE ; 


| | * Though the People cannot, conſtitutionally, conTROUL, they may 
1% PETIT!O0N, Sat verbum ſapienti. 

| J See the arguments on the RESTONS1IBIIL IT of the Prince of Wales. 

” | for 
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for by a new mode of confirmation, thoſe Gentlemen 
eſtabliſh Truth by the arguments with which they op- 
pole it. I have nothing to dread but their Pr aiss. 


Prams „** —_ 


„ — 
* 


PowER ORIGINATES WITH THE PEOPLE. 


Mit. Mi. „„ 


REMARKS. By no argument human or divine can it 
be proved, that Man, in a ſtate of nature has any Supe- 
rior the Deity excepted. 


When men quit their native foreſts, and form a com- 
munity, they frame laws ſuitable to cultivated life, and 
appoint a man, or a ſet of men to put them in force. 


This is the origin of the ExEcuTIvE authority. 


As it is inconvenient for a whole Nation to aſſemble 
and legiſlate, Deputies are choſen for that purpoſe. 


And this is the origin of PARLIAMENTS. 
5 


J Powe originates in PROPERTY. And as all men, 
by the laws of Nature, have property in Life, in Liberty 
and in the Produce of their Labors, the power of legiſlation 
is, virtually, in the INDIVIDUAL ; and, by compact, actually 
in the PARLIAMENT.* 


A Britiſh Sovereign is the MaJjesTy of the wwoLE 
CoMMuNITY concentered in one Citizen. Nothing on 
Earth can be more glorious. | 


*I ſpeak with particular reference to the Britiſh Conſtitution, 
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The TyRoxE has no power of pofitive legiflation. 
Becauſe it is inconſiſtent with the dignity of BA TrOxS 
to obey the will of an IxDIVIp VAL in matters where Life, 
Liberty, and Poſſeſſions are interreſted. The eſſential 
attribute of the Throne is power to EXECUTE, and power 
to PROTECT to execute the People's Will, and to pro- 
tect it's own Prerogatives. Hence it is armed with a 
NEGATIVE interpoſition. But ſhould a Sovereign 
perſevere in the exerciſe of this negative interpoſition 
unſolicited by the People, and without any reaſonable plea 
of preſerving his Prerogatives—he would be juſtly con- 
fined as a MADMAN, or dethroned as a TYRANT. If this 
be not an aphoriſm of reaſon and law, the Houſe of Han- 
over has no claim to our allegiance ; George the Third is 
a Uſurper ; and the Deſcendant of . is our legal 
ſovereign. 


Dees 


Ir IS CONDUCIVE TO THE HAPPINESS of 
A STATE, TO HAVE THE PowERS, PERFEC- 
TIONS, AND ATTRIBUTES OF IT'S COMPO- 
NENT PARTS WELL DEFINED, one 


UNDP DR PUN LN IND). 


It is abſurd, to a degree of being eminently ridiculous, 
to term any queſtion ABSTRACT and UNNECESSARY, when 
the ſolution has a tendency to aſcertain the boundaries 
of the Conſtitution. ; 


But if it be a queſtion of RIH -a queſtion of contin- 
gent Importance to the peace of the Realm, it is the IN- 
DISPENSABLE DUTY of Miniſters to ſeize the firſt oppor- 


tunity of bringing it to an iſſue, 
I am 


( 13 7 


Jam not the panegyriſt of Mr. Pitt. But it would be 


_ unpardonable in an advocate for freedom to withhold his 
tribute of applauſe. By ſubmitting the queſtion of x1GnT 
to Parliament—in defiance of the threatening aſpect of 
political eyents—he acted like a Pa rx IO and a HERO. 


On the other hand, for deſerting the People in the 
moment of their fate for ſacrificing the rights of Par- 
liament at the ſhrine of the Prince - the once illuſtrious 
leader of the Oppoſition deſerves to be branded with 
ETERNAL INFAMY. 


Such, I am convinced, will be the language of the 


Hiſtorian in future ages, when perſonal intereſts and 
animoſities are forgotten. 


S ojookeofoookeÞooforiioeſe 
Or THF RIGHT TO SUPPLY DEFECTS IN 
THE SYSTEM OF PoWERS TERMED THE 


CONSTITUTION. 


SoohpSoofocipopdſo 


Ir the Executive Power be ſuſpended, Parliament i is 
COMPETENT to DICTATE on the occahion, 


But were no Parliament in being, the Power would 
revert inſtantly to the PEoPLE—1l mean to the Boroughs 
and Corporations of the Realm. 


The Hypotheſis I grant is improbable, yet phyſically 
poſſible— Suppoſe a combination of cauſes, ſimilar to 
that by which our gracious Sovereign is deprived of 
reaſon, were to attack the Prince Regent - ſuppoſe alſo 


that 


. 
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that DEATH or INS AN IT were to deprive Parliament of 
the aſſiſtance of the Lords are the deareſt intereſts of 
the country to be abandoned to foreign invaſion, or do- 
meſtic violence? No. That OMNiPOTENCE w hich lately 
inveſted Mr. Grenville with the dignities of Speaker, 
Could, your equal conformity to the eternal laws of juſtice 
and nature, fill the 4 or reſtore the PEERAGE. 


By what mode ? By «filly; degrading FicT1oN (it is 
with reluctance I oppoſe what Mr. Pitt approves) or by 
aa a noble, conſtitutional avowal of the IUMEDIATE 


RIGHT, POWER, and AUTHORITY fo to do? 


5 By reforting to a ricriox, we tacitly admit, that 
PowER deſcends from the Throne to the People, inſtead 
of the Converſe of the mode, from the People to the Throne. 


But what do we gain by this political TRANSUBSTAN=- 

TIATION?* Nothing tangible by common ſenſe. It is a 

| rotular proceſs unworthy enlightened Minds. The 
il Parliament authoriſes a Commiſſion to authoriſe Parlia- 


ment to appoint a Regent! 


A ſcheme of legiſlation ſo hoſtile to the dictates of 
reaſon, was adopted, I preſume, by Mr. Pitt, on principles 
of politeneſs. It ſprings from the imagination of ſome man 
wedded to the Great Seal—to the ideal powers of the 

4 Conſtitution. 


But need I remind this tremendous Senator that an 
Effect can have no more of Entity than the Cauſe of it's 
Exiſtence.—That ex nihilo fit nihil *—and that quod facts 
per alterum, facis per 4a 2 


If 


| 1 
If Parliament cannot legiſlate de jure, it cannot legiſlate 
by DELEGATED agency; becauſe the Agent cannot receive 
that which is not in the power of the Principal to heſtow. 
And on this aſſumption, there will be no more allegiance 
due from us to the NEW APPOINTMENT, than to the 
Congreſs of America, or the Emperor of Japan. 


q TI alſo beg leave to repeat my former poſition con- 


cerning the RESPONSIBILITY of a Prince of Wales, ſup- 


poſing ſuch a perſon were ever to be the Regent of this 
Country. And on this ground I deſpiſe the inſults, and 
defy the arguments of the Partizans of Faction. 


A Prince of Wales, unleſs the Throne be declared vacant, 
cannot be inveſted with the PERFECTIONS and ESSENTIAL 
ATTRIBUTES of the Sovereign, The miniſtry of ſuch a 
Prince Regent will be REsPONSIBLE to him ALONE. 
Under his authority, they may commit the moſt enor- 
mous depredations with 1MPUNITY. No law, in preſent 
exiſtence, will touch them in perſon or property. The 
ſign manual of the regent will be an abſolution from all 
offences. I have great, legal authority to ſupport me 

in this aſſertion. 


The Prince, indeed, is amenable to Parliament. He 
may be impeached, and tried by his Peers. But give me 
leave to aſk, in ſerious ſolemnity, by what parliament 
would he be impeached? By a Parliament DEVOTED TO 
HIS WILL? The ſuppoſition is ridiculous. But let it 
be admitted that the Sovereign recovers, and that no arts 
are practiſed to deprive him of his Throne I defire to 
know the nature of that offence which is ſufficient to 
diſrobe a Prince a Wales of his perſonal privileges, and to 

| expoſe 
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| extioſc him to the reſentments of the laws ?=to the 
pains and penalties of a criminal? 


And let it be remembered, that on the hypotheſis of 
the Sovereign's Demiſe, the enormities of the Prince 
Regent and his Miniſters muſt paſs into oBLIVIOx. 


Such is the preſent-perilous ſtate of our deareſt con- 
cerns. But it reſts with the Patriotiſm of Mr. Pitt ts 
crown his glorious atchievements by FULL and EFFEc- 


© TVAL reſtrictions. Let him take the Poet's advice, fſtina 


ente. Let him be cautious, and in manly contempt of 
Print-ſhops, and proſtitute publications, keep the reins 
till the K ING and the PeoPLE are lecure, - 


But it may be urged 3 in reply—there is no danger that 
the Prince of Wales will abuſe the royal prerogatives, if 
parliament condeſcend to transfer them. I am not com- 
petent to determine what a day may bring forth. "This 
I know, had not the Cabinet Miniſters of Queen Anne 
been awed by an abſurd delicacy, we ſhould not, at this 
moment, be deſtitute of the executive energyof the realm. 
They ventured to ſuppoſe Her Majeſty might DIE, and 
made proviſion in the bill accordingly ; but they had 
not fortitude to intimate that Her Majeſty might alſo 
be MAD. 


I know many people, who hold Offices under the 
Prince of Wales, and many who are in expectation of 
that honor, and they all aſſure me that His Highneſs is 
very G600D and very GRACIOUs. But, ſuppoſing this 
teſtimony admiſſible, it is no argument that SEVERE re- 
ſtraints are not neceſſary for his political friendſhips, 
whom all the world believes to be neither 600D nor 

| GRACIOUS. 


1 


GRrActous. Mr. Fox aſſerts that Lord North is not to 
be truſted,* and Lord North declares that Mr. Fox is 
aCtuated ſolely by the love of power. It would be 
ungenerous to queſtion their veracity : they are in habits 
of i REY; and know each other well. 


The juſt Prerogatives of the Throne, and the Privi- 
leges of the People are, inſeparable. But how well ſo 
ever they harmonize in theory, they are uſually hoſtile 
in practice. In the preſent criſis, the King's Friends 
and the Advocates of the People are the ſame men. To 
what diſcrimination of character, then, are they entitled, 
under what order of Stateſmen are they to be claſſed, who 
are in equal oppoſition to the Prerogatives of the Sove- 
reign, and the Privileges of the people? They are men 
SUI GENERIs; and I with Mr. Fox would condeſcend to 
inform me by what appellation I may have the honor to 
diſtinguiſh them, in the next edition of this Narrative. 
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Of the levities prefixed to the Remarks on the Re- 
gency, 1 ſhall only ſay they are, in general, founded on 
fact, though diverſified by romantic embelliſhments ; for 
quid vetat ridentem dicere vera? They contribute to the 
circulation of my political creed, and to the accompliſh- 
ment of my ſupreme deſign, 


I feel particular fatisfaction at the commendations be- 


ſtowed on the converſation piece between the PRINCE 
and LApY X * X HERBERT. I hope Parliament will 
| avail themſelves of the opportunity of expelling thoſe 


See Spegohes in Parliament. 
"> | unworthy 


* 
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unworthy Members, who affirmed that Her Royal 


Highneſs is a * -an unmarried Lady. 


The ſcene between CANTERBURY and York has alfo 
been honored with - public approbation, and, (I am 
ſpeaking of the ſentimental part of the converſation) 
DESFRVEDLY, for do the annals of any Protgſtant Coun- 
try under Heaven contain an inſtance of ſuch perverſion 


of Holy writ? * or the Apotheoſis of a 1 Emperor 


more abjcct adulation ? 


Whom thou baft been pleaſed to a flit FOR OUR TRANS“ 
GRESSIONS IT Highly as 1 reverence the Sovereign 
for his virtues, I believe he has a debt of ſufficient mag- 
nityde. to diſcharge on his own account. He has not 
any righteouſneſs to ſpare for his people. It is a train - 
of flattery which no human excellence can juſtify—the 
Ipawn of popery, engendered in impiety and ignorance. 


The Son of God, who came down to earth for the 
redemption of man, was truly ſmitten and afflicted for our 
tranſgre ſious the chaſtiſement of our peace was upon him, 
and by HIS STRIPES WE ARE HEALED } His life was a 
continued ſcene of dignity and benevolence. He gave 
ſight to the Blind, ſtrength to the Infirm, and animation 
to the Dead; and though armed with a power that ſhook 
the earth to it's centre, and covered the ſun with dark- 
neſs, he meckly bowed his Head on the Croſs, and 
FINISHED the SALV ATION of his people. 


Read your bibles, my Lords of Canterbury and York, 
and contraſt this awful perſonage with our MEDIaToR 


S In the Prayer for the King. + Public Prayer, 
J The Prophet ſpeaks of BELIEVE Rs. 


(wy * 
at Kew. The uncreated glories of I Esus beam through 
the veil of humanity, and the God is perpetually mani- 
Fejied in the fleſh? But our EPISCOPAL REDEEMER is 
working out the falvation of his ſubjects by playing Hop- 
Frog with his Pages, or One and Thirty with Warren !! 
Credat Fudeus. May a pious Ejaculation be offered up 
for your Lordſhips, when the Miniſter reads your 
matchleſs compoſition to the people. 


But J anticipate your Lordſhip's defence Ui delirant 
Reges plectuntur Achivi — And I admit it to be a very 
delicate mode of publiſhing your Creed. 


In plain Engliſh, your Lordſhips conceive that oux 
TRANSGRESSIONS have provoked Almighty God to bring 
the Prince of Wales, and his political friendſhips into 
power; and you are diſtreſſed leſt the divine vengeance 
ſhould be extended to the Prerogatives of the Crown 
the liberties of the people - and the OY and OY 
of the realm. 


It- is no more than juſtice to. acknowlege that your 
fears are well grounded. And yet I muſt requeſt the 


honor of ſitting at your Lordſhip's feet for inſtruction. . 


Had it been the will of Heaven to devote this country 
to the calamities apprehended, would not the Sovereign 
have been removed to a better world? And ought we 
not to avail ourſelyes of the divine Forbearance, and to 
the utmoſt of our power avert the deſtruction which 
_ threatens us? Not by recourſe to prayers- for we are 
are a ſinful people, and the prayers of the Wicked never 
prevail but to a ſyſtem of COERCION ſufficient to 
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keep thoſe ſpirits in awe, who are expected wake 
through the Empire, ſeeking whom they may devour. 


I am this moment informed, that Mr. Pitt has tri- 
umphantly carried the REsTRIerroxs through the Com- 
mons And that the PARTY complain, that he has 
diſgraced the Prince, the Parliament, and the Nation. 
The complaint gives me pleaſure; for I credit always 
the Converſe of their concluſions. 


Mr. Pitt has done well. But in the humble opinion 
of an individual, had an appeal been made to the people, 
and had a new Parliament voted the management of the 
country to the preſent miniſtry,* it would have been 
infinitely better. Fewer voRRs of the conſtitution had 
been violated than at preſent ; and all the evils which a 
trembling people anticipate been avoided. But, perhaps, 
the expected. Inquiry in the Houſe of Lords, concerning 
the marriage of thePrince of Wales with a Papiſt, f may 


yet render this meaſure of appeal unavoidable. | 


Tilt the King's death, or a declaration that he is incurable. 


+ Aſſerted by Mr. Horne. Tooke. 
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HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS 
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P R I N C E or WALES. 


May it pleaſe Your Royal Highneſs. 


S the ſon of the ſovereign, I approach you aa 
affection. And as the firſt magiſtrate of the realm,* 
I defire to addreſs you in terms of diſtinguiſhed reſpec. 


For a detail of the affair to which I have the honot to 
ſolicit your attention, I refer Your Highneſs to the letter 
addreſſed to your Royal Conſort. My preſent deſign is 
to ſtate in what points of view I conceive Your Royal 
Highneſs to be coONCERNED, INTERESTED, Or AFFECTED 
by that lawleſs and deſperate attack on the ſacred Free- 
dom of the Preſs, the Privileges of Parliament, * cho 
common Rights of Citizens. 


In the firſt place, I conceive Your Royal 1 
INTERESTED or CONCERNED in that lawleſs attack on the 
Freedom of the Preſs, becauſe it is incumbent on you to 
vindicate your honor as a GENTLEMAN. For let it be 
aſſumed, for the ſake of the concluſion, that you gave coun- 
tenance to the ſcheme of ſupprefling the Pamphlet, and 
what follows? Your Highneſs has no better claim than 
a highwayman to the diſtinctions of a man of honor; for 
fraud, falſhood, and meanneſs diſgrace the whole pro- 
ceeding 
© IT ſpeak under obvious reftritions---if your Highneſs pleaſe to accept 
the Regency—and if your Highneſs be QUALIFIED to accept it. 


AS 
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As T am not warranted in aſſerting that the Tw9 
PERSONS” to whom Mr. Ridgway alludes in his letter, 
are Your Royal Highneſs and your illuſtrious Conſort, I 


withdraw the i imputation in toto, and transfer i it to the un 
bluſhing leaders of the oppoſition. 


1 have a becoming reverence for the hereditary privi- 
leges of a Prince of Wales; but I deſire Your Highneſs 
to be perſuaded, that I am not awed into ſubmiſſion to the 
will of man, by the accidental appendages of birth or for- 
tune. I addreſs you with ceremony and reſpect, becauſe 
I am far from thinking that your ſanction has been given 
to the injuſtice of which I complain. To attack the 
freedom of the preſs and the property of the ſubject, at the 
moment of your acceſſion to the ſupremacy of the realm, 
is ſo contrary to every dictate of Policy and Common 
fenſe, that I am bound in candour to acquit Your Royal 
Highneſs, and to reſolve the infamous outrage into LusT 
of POWER, by which your political friendſhips are obvi- 
ouſly ſo infatuated, that the dread of popular abhorrence, 
and the reſpect due to the perſonal dignity of your High- 
neſs are inſufficient to deter them from circumvention 
and violence. They have betrayed their ſovereign, they 
have betrayed the people, and I have no ground of hope 
that the unſuſpeCting heart of the Prince of Wales will 


be proof againſt their enchantments. 


The liberties of many States have been loſt from inat- 
tention. But the People of England never ſuffer privi- 
leges to be violated. with impunity. Eſpecially they 
protect, with unremitting jealouſy, the FREEDOM of the 
Preſs. And it is certainly unfortunate, that the ambi- 
tion of your favorites ſhould prompt them to an attack 
oa the freedom of the Preſs, to a meaſure of TYRANNY 
and FRAUD in the very commencement of their political 

career, 
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career, It is 00 a melancholy preſage of the pROS. 
PECT BEFORE Us,” and cannot fail of ſpreading terror and 
alarm throughout the Britith Dominions, 


It is unneceſſary to ſtate the mode of redreſs, which 
your Highneſs ought to purſue on the preſent occaſion. | 
J will only take the liberty to declare, that I am willing 
to afford every aſſiſtance in my power in the inveſtigation 
of this dark, myſterious affair. And I feel the greater 
_ anxiety, becauſe, in the Narrative fubjoined, the pre- 
ſumptive proof of the interference of your Highneſs and 
your illuſtrious Conſort is ſo ſtrong, that a diſregard of 
the imputation will be a tacit confeſſion of the fact. 


I have to requeſt the further indulgence of your Royal 
Highneſs, while I affign my reaſons for giving more credit 
to Mr. Horne Tooke's avowal of the union between your 


Highneſs and Mrs. Fitzherbert, than to the denial of that 
union in the Houſe of Commons, | 


I. Becauſe Mr Tooke's opinion was publiched in 40 
face of day, in a pamphlet bearing his ſignature, and 
with the implied“ sAN ION, PATRONAGE, and APPRO- 
BATION of the King's Attorney General. 


II. Becauſe the ſaid John Horne Toke, Eſq. aſſures the 
Public, that he ſpeaks from undoubted authority and 
privately avows a knowlege of the Miniſter, who had 
the honor of reading the Ceremony, 


III. Becauſe the once illuſtrious leader of the oppoſi- 
tion, who denied the marriage in the Houſe of Commons, 
is addicted to woRD-EATING—a term in uſe in the lower 
orders of ſociety, and conſequently unknown to your 


I mean a Tac11 ſanction There is no information againſt him. 
Highneſs 
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Highneſs. It is a ſpecies of verbal accommodation, hap- 
pily defcribed by Horace © eh | 


Multa renaſcentur, quæ jam cecidere ; cadentque 
Quæ nunc ſunt in honore vocabula, sI volLETH usvs. 


V hich your Highneſs will give me leave to tranſlate, 
for the benefit of the Illiterate “ Let IxTEREST be 


the ſacred rule of life. Worps are only wind. What 
you aſſerted Yeſterday, you may deny to Day—and 


affirm again to Morrow, i volet usus, if it be for your 
INTEREST.” | 
With this defcription of men, words are not uſed for 
the conveyance of ſentiment. It can only be inferred 
from what they ſay, /ic vult vsus. And inTEREsT, I 
ſolemnly believe, was the fole inducement to the Party 
to queſtion the verbal Prelude between your Highneſs 
and Mrs. Fitzherbert. They had not the effrontery to 
deny the CONSUMMATION. 


lt is not my intention to raiſe a clamor againſt Po- 
ERV. The heart is the only temple where the Deity 
can be worſhipped with acceptance. Forms of devotion, 
are, with me, lighter than vanity. I leave every man to 
follow the dictates of conſcrence—hanc Veniam petimuſqae 
Famuſqgue viciſſim. But I think the profoundeſt reve- 
rence is due to an ACT OF PARLIAMENT. Your High- 
| neſs is married to a PAPIST— I ſpeak all along under 
this important reſtriction, credit may be given to John 
Horne Tocke Efg.——and therefore by the 1 V. & A. 
| H. 2. c. 2. $9. Your Highneſs cannot—LE6ALLY—be 
| Regent or King of theſe Realms. And by the ſame 
SACRED authority, THE PEOPLE oF THESE REALMS 
ARE ABSOLVED OF THEIR ALLEGIANCE.” 


Mr. Tooke, with a liberality of ſentiment that does 
him honor, hopes that no man will withdraw his allegi- 


ance 
* HoRACE. 


(ta 
ance from your e on account of the whims and 
fancles of your Conſort. 


And yet, perhaps, a lady's s WHIM may be the Sal of 
much public and domeſtic diſtreſs. It was the WHIN 
of dur common anceſtor Eve, which prompted her to 
an intrigue with the Devil, the firſt Gallant on record. 
It was the wHiM of Herodias that beheaded- John the 
Baptiſt. And the wHim of Mary that deſtroyed ſo 
many Chriſtian Heroes in the flames of martyrdom. 
There, is nothing, in fact, that a lady will not do for 
the gratification of her WHIM. It was the WHI of 
Lady Groſvenor that induced her to violate her vows, and 
go to bed to an idiot. It is to pleaſe her wil M, that Lady 
Percy lives at a Barber's ſhop with Sayer, rather than 
with the Duke of Northumberland, in one of the firſt 
palaces 1 in the kingdom. : 4 


Her Royal Highneſs may have children. It may be 
her wn1M to educate them in the principles of popery. 
And the good People of England may be. put to the 
expence and trouble of another REVOLUTION. 


Mr. Tooke further declares, that he xxows, from 
G00D AUTHORITY, that Her Highneſs is willing to give 
proof of conformity to the eſtabliſhed church. Then 1 
requeſt, on behalf of myſelf, and the Proteſtants of the 
realm, that her Highneſs will read her recantation, according 
to law. This will end, at dude wh 4 RE difculcy, 


and alarm. 2 & 
I have ha "RM to _ 


With every Sentiment of Conſtitutional Reſpect, 
Your Royal Highneſs very obedient, 
And very humble Servant, 


PHILIP WITHERS. 
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HER ROYAL HIGHNESS 
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T H E 


PRINCESS os WALES. 


May it pleaſe Your Royal Highneſs, 


S Marriage is a queſtion of fact, admitting an eaſy 
ſolution, it is greatly to be famented that REASONS 


of STATE have ſo long expoſed your Royal Highneſs te 
the obloquy of the world. 


The declarations of your union with His Royal High- 
neſs the Prince of Wales, + was received with the utmoſt 
indulgence by men of ſentiment and candor. It mani- 
feſted a diſpoſition in His Highneſs to ſhun a licentious 
intercourſe with the Sex, and to acquieſce in the honora- 
ble ſatisfactions of the marriage bed. And when the 
Author afſured-us, that your Royal Highneſs was willing 
to give full and unequivocal proof of attachment to the 
Proteſtant Faith, every icruple was removed, We ap- 
plauded the violation of a Law of Power, preſumptuouſly 


aiming to controul AFFECTION, and ſanctify ADULTERY; 


for a union of hands without a union of hearts is only 
CEREMONIOUS PROSTITUTION, LEGITIMATE ADULTERY. 
A thouſand Victims may be ſacrificed to this BARBAROUS 
POLICY, before another CHARLOTTE adorns the Throne. 


+ By John Horne Tooke, Eſq. 
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As I have accidentally mentioned our moſt amiable; 
moſt excellent Queen, give me leave to recommend her 
life to your Highneſs' imitation. In the firſt and moſt 
important of all human concerns, Her Majeſty is a 
glorious example of ſincerity and perſeverance. I have 
been informed by thoſe who have the honor of being near 
her perſon, that Her Majeſty does not place the Eſſence 
of RIO io in a formal obſeryance of eſtabliſhed duties. 
It is the DzvoT1on of the HEART which conſtitutes the 
Chriſtian, in the juſt conceptions of our gracious Queen. 


In the duties and endearments of domeſtic life, the 
Royal Matton is an ornament to her ſex, and above all 
encomium, 1 


And with a conduct equally honorable in public life, 
and beyond example CcIRCUMSPECT in a moment of 
ſevere diſtreſs, the Queen has ſo entirely captivated the 
affections of the people, that Her Majeſty would be 
IMMORTAL, if it depended on their ſuffrages. 


When ſpeaking of the ſentiments of the people, 1 
except the partizans of faction, the political friendſhips 
of the Prince of Wales. 


I am aſtoniſhed His Royal Highneſs does not ſpurn 
from his preſence the authors of thoſe infernal ſuggeſ- 
tions, which are aimed at the honor of His Royal Parent 
The degraded Papers of the PaR TV contain ſufficient 
provocation to rouze his reſentments, if His Highneſs be 
not totally deſtitute of ſenſibility and filial regard. * 


We may ſhortly expect to hear the Pax r v announce a Pax AMov for 
the beſt of women. I truſt the people will mani feſt a proper indignation at 


the Bruton- ſtreet MANAGER removed to Car lton-houſe] for what he 
has ALREADY written, | 
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admiration and love of the people. 


e 


In proportion as your Royal. Highneſs: imitates the 
virtues of our excellent Queen, you may depend on the 


1 


«1 In the letter, which T had the honor to addreſs to 


His Royal Highneſs, J aſfigned a reaſon for not crediting 
the.denial of your marriage, in the Houſe of Commons. 
And give me leave to add, when the once celebrated Leader 


of the Oppoſition preſumed to ſacrifice Your Royal 


Highneſs to the intereſted views of the PARTY, I was 
tranſported with indignation. Becauſe, from a ſituation 
the moſt honorable in the kingdom, it reduced you to a 


Rate of infamy and contempt. It proclaimed in the face 


of Day, and to the aſtoniſhment of the world, that a 
woman of hirth, beauty, and independence was the 


STRUMPET of the Prince of Wales. And under this 


idea, I have no ſcale to meaſure your demerits. A poor, 

diſconſolate female whom a villain has ſeduced, or the 
want of bread driven to public proſtitution, is an angel 
of innocence in contraſt with Mrs. FiTzHeRBERT. 


But the moral turpitude of your offence, Madam, is 


eclipſed by the ſuperior infamy of thoſe, who countenance 


your guilt. A laudable Self Regard, a high commanding 
ſenſe of virtue, ought to deter Ladies of Honor from an 


intercourſe with HARLoTS. 


1 have, indeed, no difficulty in declaring, that the 
woman, who is ambitious of the company of the MIsTREss 
of the Prince of Wales, has no objection to be his wok. 
Let His Highneſs drop the handkerchief. Lady 
and the Ducheſs of are panting for the conſum- 
mation of his wiſhes. | 


In this view of things, no Lady of virtue--no ſervant, 
mindful of the dignity of i Innocence, can condeſcend 
to notice you. 


But 
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But though reduced to a dilemma, and compelled. to 
pronounce Your Highneſs a wHORE, or the Leaders of 
Faction, LIARS, I am not prepared to reſign an amiable 
woman to infamy. There is no part of your life, which 
juſtifies a concluſion unfavorable to virtue. On the 
other hand, Madam, the ſolemn proteſtations of the 
ParTY to impeach a noble Lord, whom they now em- 
| brace in political friend{hip, convince me they can {wear 
| Whatever intereſt may demand, or reſentment dictate. 


But did not the Prince of Wales conſent to the inſti- 
tuted Ceremonies of Marriage, knowing that they were 
illegal, invalid, and contrary to the Act of Reſtriction ? 
An imputation ſo ruinous to the credit of His Royal 
Highneſs, I dare not aſſume, even in argument. If the 
Prince of Wales be capable of ſeducing a woman of 
virtue to his arms by an expedient ſo baſe and diſgraceful, 


he is a MONSTER and not a MAN. 


C I conſider the Act of Reſtriction to be an Act of 
POWER, an act of OPPRESSION, an Act offenſive to GOD 
and MAN. And in juſtification of this language, 
YourRoyal Highneſs will have the goodneſs to ſuffer me 

to make a few Extracts from the Proteſt of the Lords. 


«© To make the power of contracting Marriage de- 
pendent on the will of any man or fet of men, during a 
perſon's whole life, is utterly incompatible with all Reli- 
gion, natural and revealed, and therefore a mere Act of 
POWER, having neither the NATURE nor OBLI- 
GATION of law. 


We 8 alſo, that this bill is pregnant with 
civil diſcord and confuſion. Thoſe who are in power 
may eaſily procure a Repeal of this Act, or the CONFIR- 

MATION / 


e 
MATYON OF A MARRIAGE MADE CONTRARY TO rr. 
And a Pretender to the Crown may aſſert, that his 
Claim has been ſet aſide by no other authority than that 
of an act, to Whith the legiflature WAS NOT COM- 
PETENT, as being contrary to the common Rights of 


mankind, 


RICHMOND. | Frrawirt LAM DEVONSHIRE. 
ABERGAVENNY.| STAMFORD. | ALBERMARLE 
PORTLAND. | DORSET. | CRAVEN. 

ABINGDON. TORRINGTON. | JOHN BANGOR. 
ROCKINGHAM, | MILTON. [ | 


4% DissENTIENT. 
4 Becauſe the liberty of marriage is a natural right 
inhe tert! in mankind. 


6 Becauſe this Right is confirmed and enforced by 
the Holy Scriptures, which declare marriage to be of 
divine inſtitution, and deny to none the benefit of chen 
inſtitution. ; 

& Becaniſe the law of Nature and divine inſtitutions 

ARE NOT REVERSIBLE by the power of human 


legiſlatures. 
TEMPLE. CLIFTON. ABINGDON. 
RADNOR. LYTTLETON. | CRAVEN. 


But though I have this high authority for pronouncing 

it an Act of FOwER, yet, as it was paſſed by the King, 

l Lords, and Commons, in Parliament aſſembled, I cannot 
| agree with Mr. I ooke that it has not the force of law. 
It certainly is law. Nor would the iſſue of Your Rayal 
Highneſs and the Prince of Wales have any claim in 
| \ | LAW to the throne, were His Highneſs to die antece- 
if dently to his elevation to the Regency. But that very 
impreſſion of the Great Seal, which inveſts him with 
| the 


* gun: 
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the 8 will ABSOEVE THE Prora o THRIR 
ALLEGIANCE. 


On a Subject of final importance to the Common 


| wealth, it is neceſſary to be full and explicit. And in 


the firſt place, I will prove, from the Proteſt of the Lords, 


that a Prince REGENT is not affect ed by the bill of Re- 


ſtrictions. 


— 


This bill 3 no 1 at any age, againſt the 
improvident marriage of the King reigning, the mam 
riage of all others the moſt important to the Public. 


1 provides nothing againſt the indiſcreet marriage of 
a Prince of the Blood, being REGEN at the age of 
twenty-one, nor furniſhes any remedy againſt his per- 
mitting ſuch marriages to others of the Blood- royal, the 
legal powers fully veſting in him as to this purpoſe, and 
without the aſſiſtance of his Council; we cannot there- 
fore, on the whole, avoid expreſſing our ſtrong diſap- 
probation of an act ſhaking ſo. many of the foundations of 
LAW, RELIGION, and PUBLIC SECURITY.” - 
(Richmond, and the Lords as before. 


This is more than argument, it is demonſtration, that 
the moment the Prince of Wales is made Regent, the 
marriage becomes Law. Strictly ſpeaking, it will not 
even be neceſſary to repeat the Marriage Vows. The 
TACIT ACQUIESCENCE of the Regent ſanctifies the deed. 
He is not bound to communicate even with his council. 


Hence it is deducible, that His Royal Highneſs, on his 


elevation to the ſupremacy, muſt inſtantly command the 


marriage to be regiſtered—or declare it 1LLEGAL and 
voin. : | 


If 


K * 


I the marriage be regiſtered, Your Royal Highneſs. 
muſt inſtantly READ YOUR RECANTATION FROM THE. 
ERRORS OF POPERY—Or the nation will * ABSOLVED 


\@; 


9 IT” 5 ALLEGIANCE. 


{ tf. have the honor of wich, 
Your Royal Highneſs! 
Moſt devoted, 
F obedient humble ſervant, 
SLOAN-SQUARE, PHILIP WITHERS. 


| CuELSEA. 
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STATEMENT or FACTS. 


ADARESSED | 
To Turin ROYAL HIGHNESSES 


e 


PRINCE and PRINCESS os WALES, 


ONCEIVING it to be the privilege of an Engliſh- 
JA man to publiſh his ſentiments on all important oc- 
caſions, I determined to requelt the indulgence of my 
fellow citizens to a few Remarks on the ſubje& of a 
REGENCY, and the marriage of the PRINCE of W aLts 
with Ms. FITZHERBERT. 


And to make the pamphlet more acceptable to that 


claſs of readers who are diſguſted with POLITICS, I ob- 
tamed, 
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tained, from the firſt authority,“ ſome angodetes of a 
entertaining nature. 


Previouſly to my ſending the manuſcript to preſs, I 
informed Mr. James Ripcway, Bookſeller, Vork- 
ſtreet, St. James' s-{quare, of my deſign to prefix his 


name to the work. 


He returned me an anſwer, in writing, © I moſt ſin- 
& cerely thank you, Sir, for the favor you intend me of 
putting my name to the pamphlet.” + 


Before I proceed in the narrative, it is neceſſary to 
inform the PARTY, alias the COALITION, alias the OoPPO- 
SITION, alias the political friends of the Prince of 
W aLES guocunque nomine gaudent that Mr. Ridg- 
way was entirely ignorant of the contents, from the 
rſt page to the laſt, till the Printer delivered him the 
pamphlet for ſale. I mention this circumſtance, that 
he may ſuffer no inconvenience from their diſpleaſure, 
I can afſure the yarTY, with great truth, that had not 
the Death of Mr. Speaker, and the ſubſequent examina- 
tion of the Phyſicians retarded the progreſs of the Re- 
gency bill, not a ſyllable of the contents would have 


tranſpired till the migiſtry clet had been fixed | in their 
deſtinations. 


Part of the Pamphlets were ſent to Mr. Ridgway on 
Friday the 2d of January, 1789. On the following day, 
I received a letter by poſt, ſtating, that Mr. Ridgway 
could not think of publiſhing the pamphlet, as it con- 
tained reflections on thoſe for whom he entertains the 


« HIGHEST FRIENDSHIP and RESPECT;“ 


* N ſuch Authority as ;atifies the Title Page. 
1 Extract from Mr, Ridgway's letter. 


E adding 


1 
adding, „the onnghlcts: Sir, are-at "108 vgs in 
e Vork-ſtreet. 


I immediately waited on Mr: Ridgway, and to avoid 
Tautology of diftion, I will comprize the ſubſtance of 
the converſation, in the form of a dialogue. 


W. J have called on you, Mr. Ridgway, in conſe- 
quence of a letter, ſtating your apprehenſions of giving 
offence to certain people, for whom you entertain the 


higheſt friendſhip and reſpect. 


R. Ves, Sir, J have been frightened out of my life 
by ſome gentlemen who were at my ſhop yeſterday, and 
again to day One of them came from LORD 
SYDNEY, and faid it would he at my yPERIL, if I 
fold another pamphlet to any other perſon whatever. 
He declares it is HIGH TREASON, becauſe it aſſerts 
that the PRINCE of WALES is married to Mrs. 
FITZ HERBERT. 


IV. My firſt wiſh, Mr. W is to exculpate yu 
my ſecond, to remove the pamphlets to a place of ſale 1N- 
ST ANT LY.*_ As to the meſſage from Lord Sydney, it 
originates in groſs impolition—ſomewhere., It is not entitled 
to credit, that a Secretary of State ſhould fend a VERBAL 
meſſage prohibiting the ſale of the pamphlet, under pre- 
tence of it's containing Hic6n TrREazton. Were Lord Syd- 
ney to enter the ſhop, this moment, I would do myſelf the 
honor of felling his Lordſhip as many as he wiſhed. 
If the pamphlet be either treaſonable or libellous, the 
Courts of Juſtice are open—let the complaining parties 


* I then wrote a few lines , ſtating, zhat Mr. Ridgway knew nothing of 
the contents of the pamphlet, till ir was brought tom the preſs. 


puniſh, 


6 
puniſh me according to law.—Be ſo good. as to prepare 
them for removal, and I will ſend for them immediately. 


R. But, Sir, ſuppoſe any overtures be made for 
purchaſing: the wHoLE EDITION? I with you would 
leave them ONE day only. You ſhall hear from me 
to-morrow morning. 


W. As to ſelling the whole edition, I can have no 
objection. They are printed to be fold, I have con- 
fulted with my Printer, concerning an impreſſion in 
Odlauo, the ſooner, therefore, they are fold the better. I 
am willing to wait till to-morrow morning. Meanwhile 
; will take a ſhop, and authorize my lervant to ſell 
them, if they be not purchaſed this day. 


NARRATIVE. In the evening, Mr. Ridgway, 
and ſome other perſon, came to Sloan-ſquare. I was in 
town. A requeſt was left at my houſe, that I would 
call the next day, in York-ſtreet, (Sunday) between 
twelve and one, to ſettle the buſineſs. 


I thought the circumſtance rather odd; and ſuſpected 
that a THIRD perſon would be preſent ; and a third 
perſon was preſent—a man of ſenſe, and of great circum- 
ſpection of conduct. Let his name, for the ſake of 
diſtinction, begin with D. Much time was ſpent in 
cautious, meaſured converſation on both fides. 1 am 
prepared to make Aſſidavit of the following particulars, 


D It is a pity, Sir, that you have written on the 
ſubject of the marriage of the Prince of Wales with 
Mrs, Fitzherbert, juſt on the point of his being choſen 
Regent. If Mr. ROLLE were to lay hold of the 

= pamphlet, 


5 „ 
pamphlet, there would be a pretty commence in the 


Houſe of Commons. I do not know but it might cauſe 
a general cammotion. 


. Itruſt not. Had I the moſt diſtant idea that any 
production of my pen would cauſe a commotion, I would 
facrifice it inſtantly to the peace of my country—unlefs 
it were connected with the LIBER TIES of my Country, 


and then I would chearfully encounter all it's conſe- 
quences. 


D. I know ſeveral at Carlton-houſe.* I could not 
conceive what was going forward. Nor had I any idea, 
for fome time, what all the UPROAR was about. It 
was, at firſt, ſuſpected that Horne Tooke was the author, 
and orders were given to proſecute him with the greateſt 
ſeverity. But the difference of ſtyle ſoon cleared him of 
the charge. I wiſh the matter were ſettled in an ami- 
cable manner. The pamphlet would fell rapidly, even 


if the CONVERSATION PIECE between the Prince and 


MRS. FiTZHERBERT, and the Remarks on the REGtexncy 


were omitted. And it is an invariable rule with me, 


when a commodity of any kind can be brought to a good 
market, it is better to diſpoſe of it at once, than have fur- 
ther trouble about it, Will you be pleaſed to ſpecify 
your demand, if the title page be cancelled in the next 
edition, and the Converfation Piece and the Regency 
omitted? It is unpleaſant te be taken by attachment for 
TREASON, or to lay in Priſon for years for a Libel. 


' Conſider, Sir, your family, and the inconveniencies of 


* ſeparated from them. 


® IT will not be poſitive, . to the beſt of my belief, he ſaid-I LIVE 
at Carlton-houſo, 


R. 


N . ls | 
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R. I can affure you, Sir, that the GREAT PEOPLE 
offended by this pamphlet will proceed againſt you im- 
mediately, and without mercy. | 


IW. Be pleaſed to remember—once for all—you may ar . 


well attempt to pluck the Sun from it's Orbit, as awe me into 
acceptance of your propoſals by THREATS. From what- 


ever quarter they come, by whomſoever they are au- 


thorized, I muſt beg leave to treat them with infinite 
contempt. I am not ignorant of what conſtitutes High 
Treafon. Let them proceed by attachment. The 
merits of the buſineſs muſt be ultimately ſettled by a 


JURY ; and in the preſence of a Jury, I will chearfully 


meet my accuſers. 


If there be any particular part or paſſage which hurts 
the feelings of the Prince, or Mrs. Fitzherbert, I will 
readily oblige them by expunging it. But if the requeſt 
be extended to the ſuppreſſion of POLITICAL ſentiment, 
His Royal Highneſs has not a revenue adequate to the 
purchaſe, I am a volunteer in the ſervice of my country, 
and attached to MR. P1TT by principle. 


As to ſpecify ing a ſum for cancelling the title page, 
and omitting the converſation Piece, and ſuch parts of 
the Remarks on the Regency as affect Mrs. Fitzherbert, 
I have not the confidence to do it. What may be raiſed 
with eaſe and honor from the public at large, will have 


the appearance of extortion, if demanded from an indi- 


vidual. Foote required ſeventeen hundred guineas 


from the Ducheſs of Kingſton for a ſimilar indulgence, 


but I neither aſk nor defire ſuch a fam. My requeſt is, 
8 EE” that 


* 
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that you 3 deli ver my property, and let me . of 
at at my peril. | 


R. Lam confident, THEY will not ſuffer them to 
| be fold. | 


. D. Will you be ſo obliging as to put down in writing 
what you juſt now ſaid concerning your difficulty of 
making a demand? Tt ſhall be laid before THEM 
directly. It is proper you ſhould be Wear paid, 
if you n with their wiſhes. 


. I have not the approbation of conſcience in this 
affair, I would rather ſell the pamphlet, with the cer- 
tainty of going to prifon, than ſuppreſs any part of it. 
J cannot tell what injury it may be to my country. If 
it be an object with THEM to retard the affair, it may 
be of national importance to bring it forward immediately. 
It is very myſterious you ſhould wiſh to purchaſe TREA- 
sox, and reward the Author for writing it. 


Di. The PRIVY COUNCIL have inveſtigated the 
| buſineſs, and declared themſelves SATISFIED. * Be- 


ſides, it is only at the critical moment of the Prince's being 
choſen Regent, that the ſubject is terrifying, 


R. The PRIVY COUNCIL ARE SATISFIED. 
And they have reſolved to proſecute all who write on 
the ſubject. 5 

. Perfectly ridiculous! I am not of the Privy 
Council. How was T to know they were ſatisfied! If 
they forbid my writing on the ſubject, it will be the 


* I wil ſwear to the words, 


ſtrongeſt 
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ſtrongeſt inducement in the world for my doing it in/lanthy,' 
In the communication of my ſentiments to my Fellow 
Men, I know nothing of the Privy Council, nor will I 
pay any attention to their commands. : 


N ARRATIVE. After THREE hours Gb in 


threats, entreaties, compliments and Ern I con- 
ſented to wait till TEN the next morning.“ | 


At ten, I was requefted to have patience ll SIX. 
At ſix, Mr. Ridgway called on me at a friend's at Charing- 
croſs, informed. me that the TWO GEN TLEMEN, 
who had taken up the affair, would not be able to ſee 
the GREAT PERSONAGES in PALL-MaLL, till 
ELEVEN Or-TWELVE at night. He ſaid it was determined 
to ſuppreſs the pamphlet at all events, that he ſhould be 
glad when it was done, as he was obliged to * tell lies' 
about it every minute in the day.” He concluded with 
hoping, that 1 would indulge THEM till the morning, 
when, poſitively, the buſineſs ſhould be ſettled. 


; 


At the appointed hour, I ſent my ſervant. No anſwer.+ 
I then made a full, clear, and explicit demand of my. 
property, being determined to be the dupe neither of 
Mrs. Fitzherbert, nor of the Prince of Wales, nor of the 
Party. Very fortunately, Mr. Ridgway, in his reply, 
furniſhed me with full and deciſive proof of all that could 
be deſired the property——the demand of that property 
the refuſal to deliver it to my order the exiflence of 


* The moſt perſuaſive and ſeduc ing parts of converſation are loſt in a 
WRITTEN detail, —--I mean, FzowNs, NoDs, SMILES, and all the elo- 
guence of TONES and EMPASIS., 


+ 1 mean no 8aT18racTory anſwer. 


HIDDEN 


6 


HIDDEN 8 of a conference with CERTAIN 
EREAT PERSONAGES, &c. &c. 


I then defired Mr. FrosT to proſecute the PARTY, 
by ſerving Mr. Ridgway with a Copy of Writ. And 
* buſineſs will ſhortly be decided in a court of law. 


Remarks. When the offenſive parts of the „ : 
let were ſpecified, ' I was filled with aſtoniſhment that a 
certain great perſonage felt no intereſt in the honor and 
reputation of two amiable and innocent ladies. The 
infamous report, concerning them, is not confined to the 
Vulgar. I lately heard an Officer of the Navy confirm 
it, with an oath, in a public coffee room. And I thought 
it my duty to mention it, that it might be refuted. * 


But there was no objection to that part of the pamph- 
kt—nor to the Royal Anecdotes—nor, in fact, to any 
thing that did not relate to the Prince, to Mrs. Fitz- 
herbert, or to the PARTY ! 11 a 


CONCLUSION. It is abſurd to imagine, that a 
Bookſeiler would venture to detain property, in violation 
of law, equity, and the practice of the trade, were he not 
WELL PAID and WELL SUPPORTED. 


I dare not ſuppoſe that Mr. Ridgway is in habits of 
the SINCEREST . FRIENDSHIP with the Prince of 
Wales, or Mrs. Fitzherbert ; and as I have mentioned+ 
Mr. Fox, Mr. Burks, Mr. SuüERIDAN, and LORD 
NozrTn, I ſuppoſe they are his FRIENDSHIPs, and to their 
kind protection, I ſincerely recommend him. ; 


* Were I convinced of its being a fact, I would publiſh it without apology. 
In the duties of diſtributive Juſtice, I am no reſpeRor of perſons. But 1 
believe it to be a fabrication of the Pax Ty ; and may the Ladies remem- 
ber VIRESCIT VULNERE VARTUS. 


+ In che Pamphlet, | 
I have 


tC } 


I haye only to add, that this proceeding is a groſs, un- 
pardonable infringement of the PREVILEGES of PAR- 
LIAMENT. Letters were ſent to the members, ſoliciting 
their attention to certain remarks on a very intereſting 
topic—they diſpatched their ſervants for the Pamphlet, 
but the Bookſeller aſſumes, in his own important perſon, 
all the functions of law, and ſays—No.—You {ſhall not 
read theſe remarks Þ | | ES 

| 

It is in vain we enjoy the liberty of PRINTING, if 
a Bookſeller can prevent our SELLING what we print. 
But it is hoped, that the weight of puniſhment on this 
account, will deter others from preſumptuvus attacks 
on the FREEDOM of the PRESS, 


POST $ CK HHS 
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T was declared the other night, in the Houſe of 
Commons, by Colonel Commis, of Berkeley-ſquare, 
that Mr. Pitt muſt admit, either that the Prerogatives 
of the Crown are unneceſſary, or that by refuſing to 
transfer them entire to the Prince of Wales, the Rt. 

Hon. Gentleman feared that His Highneſs would make 
an n impeoper uſe of them. 


Had the Colonel aſked whether the MINISTRY of the 
Prince of Wales would make an improper uſe of power, 
l F an 
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an honeſt anſwer might have been given, without infring- 
ing the forms of decorum—YES—in the opinion of 


Every man of rectitude and political aten in the 
kingdom. 0 


1To juſtify this opinion, I need only produce a para- 
graph from a public paper, ** Yeſterday a grand council 
was held at Carlton-houſe, at which were preſent. 


« Taz PRINCE or WALES|j LORD NORTH 
DUKE or YORK LORD LOUGHBOROUGH 
DUKE ox CUMBERLAND}] LORD SOUTHAMPTON 
DUKE or PORTLAND | SIR T. DUNDAS 
EARL or SANDWICH Mr. BURKE 
EARL FITZWILLIAM Mr. FOX 

LORD STORMONT Mr. SHERIDAN.” 


The illuſtrious Perſonage at the head of this liſt is 
happy in every thing 
TACHMENTS. 


except his POLITICAL Ar- 


The intelligence which T have heen able to obtain 
concerning the Duke, of York is this—His Highneſs, 
ſince his return from Germany, has ordered the Savoy 
| barracks to be dry-rubbed with ſfand—Has taken BET 
Cox under his royal protection And is able to drink 
more wine, than any man of his age in the kingdom. 


J paſs with reverence e His Royal Highneſs the Duke 


of Cumberland. To reproach a man for being an Idiot, 
is an inſult to Almighty God, 


6 Houſe 
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& Houſe of Lords, 1779, April, 23. Moved. 
That an humble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, 
that he will be graciouſly pleaſed to REMOVE the Rt. 


Hon. John EARL of SAxDwicn, from the office of firſt 
Lord Commiſſioner. of the Admiralty.” 


Becauſe it is highly becoming this great council of the 
nation, to addreſs His Majeſty for the removal of any 
Miniſter for NEGLECT of DUTY, or INCAPA- 
CITY. Signed, PORTLAND—FITZWILLIAM, 
and twenty-three other Peers. 


Becauſe, alſo, the Navy of England appears to be reduced 
from what itwas in the year 177 i, when the preſent firſt 
Lord of the Admiralty ſucceeded to the head of that board, 
notwithſtanding the IMMENSE Sums granted for it's 
ſupport and increaſe ſince that time. BRISTOL. 


There is nothing more valuable in controverſy than 
OBVIOUS FACTS. The merits of the Earl of Sandwich 
are on record, atteſted by the Duke of Portland and 
Earl Fitzwilliam. Now let us aſk an honeſt farmer this 
ſimple queſtion. Suppoſe you had detected the Steward 
of your Landlord in embezzling his Maſter's property, 
and ſuppoſe you and your neighbours had communicated 
his villainy to his Maſter, and procured his diſmiſſion— 
would you think yourſelf juſtified in recommending this 
convicted villain to your Younc Landlord? Would not 
your character be irretrievably ruined, were you to 
accept a JOINT STEWARDSHIP with this man, 

| EL” whom 
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whom you knew to be a raſcal? The neighbourhood 
would certainly conceive me to be as great a villain as the 
man whom [I had formerly accuſed, and that our 9 
SITION, was purely for the ſake of plunder. 


Now put the ſame queſtion, gentle reader, to the Duke 
of Portland and Earl Fitzwilliam, and fee whether they 
Can return a better anſwer. * | 


The other members of the council are ſufficiently 
known. By a happy aſſociation of ideas, their names and 
their virtues preſent themſelves to the mind at the ſame 
inſtant. Let a man pronounce LORD NORTH, in 
an audible voice, at High Change, and, in a moment, 
ideas will be excited of a ruined commerce—a continent. 
deluged in blood—a land of widows and orphans—and 
; and a debt unequalied | in the annals of the world. 


- 


BURKE and FOX! In an inſtant are recollected 
their very pathetic appeals to Heaven for the ſincerity of 
their abhorrence of LoxD NoxTH—the moſt vehement 
proteſtations, by all that is dear and ſacred, that they 
will never reſt till they have brought him to atonement - 
for the blood of ſlaughtered armies, and for treaſures 
waſted in corruption; till they have expoſed his igno- 
rance to merited infamy, and appeaſed the Genius of 
Albion by his Exit on the Block, We are then lead, by - 


* I do not know that Lord Sandwich will accept an oſtenfible part in 
the neu miniſtry.—It will be ſufficient, if he 488181 che fk. Lye with 
his counſel. 


an 


„ 


an eaſy tranſition, to that infamous event, the Coal i,]. 
an event which unmaſked the hypocriſy of the heart, 
and leſſened our aftoniſhment at the doctrine of HERR 
DITARY nn and UNCONDITIONAL DOMINION. 


SHERIDAN | eee 10 by profeſiion—a Swils in 
the war of words. A good actor, if you give him time to 


learn his part—the Fac ToTUM' of the Cabinet—and 
* the other ideas are eee 


STORMONT ! No man was ever held in greater 


contempt for his own ſake, or in N nnen my 
the ſake of an uncle. * ö 


ILOVUGHBO ROUGH! <« He has Ay ticcoffuly 
a Whig and a Tory; driven up and kicked down; was 


ed truſted far, becauſe he never could be * | 
on.” + oy 


SOUTHAMPTON ! Groom of the Stole to the 
Prince of Wales. F N 


SR THOMAS DUNDAS 1A end to HRRE- 
DITARY RIGHT, and UNCONDITIONAL CONTROUL. 


Such are the wORTHIEs to whom the commerce, the 
conſequence, and the revenues of this country are ſhortly 
to be entruſted—unleſs Heaven, in mercy, reſtore our 


*  Fironiclaſtes, + Ditto. 


gracious 


5 46 ) 
gracious ſovereign to his reaſon. Or POPERY, * as à com- 
penſation for the evils of a thouſand years, preſerve 
us from deſtruction. 


It, 3 cannot be thought unpolite, ungenerous, 
or unjuſt to believe what this band of Patriots affirm of 


each other; for if we cannot with ſafety credit their 
woRDs, by what Analogy of argument. are we juſtified 
in placing confidence in their conpveT ? But if the 


People of England afford only a flight degree of credit 


to the moſt ſolemn aſſeverations, it will be inconſiſtent 
with the DUTY, the DIGNITY, and the PRO8PERITY of 
the Commonwealth, if they do not riſe, as if animated by 
one foul, and humbly pray His Royal Highneſs the 
Prince of Wales 10 diſmiſs from his Councils and Confidence 
for ever, men whom they abhor. 


It is foreign to my views to ſay much of the preſent 
miniſtry. The ſtate of the country is the beſt eulogium 
on Mr. PIT Tit is ſuperior even to public applauſe. 


Of LORD THURLOW, I am not competent to 


ſpeak with ſufficient candor and Juſtice. In very early 
life, I :conceived him to be an enemy to the freedom of 


the preſs; and influenced by this belief, I have ſeized 


every opportunity of manifeſting my contempt and ab- 
horrence. But, in defiance 'of my prejudices, I muſt 


acknowlege the wiſdom and rectitude of his preſent 
conduct. In particular, the honeſt and manly language, 


in which hisLordſhip expreſſed his deteſtation of the novel 
doctrine of TRAN SFERABLE ALLEGIANCE, has 


os Fo, a * Mrs. Fitzherbert. 
. U. 


entirely 
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entirely done away my political averſion. Indeed I * 
in charity, that the guondam patriot is inſane. ALLE- 
GIANCE and PROTECTION,” faid he . are reci- 
procal.” * The maxim I admit. But the application is 
infamous. Our gracious ſovereign is indiſpoſed, and 
for the preſent, incapable of attending to public buſineſs, 
he ought therefore to be expoſed to Crocodiles, on the 


; Banks of the Ganges,+ and all our love, and all our Alle- 


giance TRANSFERRED to HIS SON !! Ma. Fox 
ought to be reminded that, in hone/t minds, there is a 
PERSONAL ATTACHMENT which kindles into 
a flame at the very idea! If the People deſire to pay 
for the ſupport of the ACCIDENTAL PREROGA- 
TIVES of an afflicted ſovereign, it is impertinent in the 
PARTY to oppoſe their wiſhes, ** But the Prince, is 


1 unwilling to impoſe freſh burdens on the country by 


&« A new eſtabliſhment.” Speak out like men—the Pa- 
tronage of the Houſehold will afford oppoſition to your 
Views——hinec illæ Lachrymæ, hence this generous 
anxiety for a burdened People. But they are willing, I 
repeat it, to ſuſtain the burden, for the ſecurity of * 
KING and COUNTRY. 


The name of LORD CAMDEN ought to be pro- 


_ nounced with particular reſpect. His oppoſition to 


general warrants, will render his fame immortal. And 
had it been poſſible for him to become additionally 
dear to his country, his preſent firmneſs in ſupporting 


the Rights of the People, and his tender ſolicitude for the 


Mr. Fox's ſpecch. 


+ Alluding to a horrid cuſtom in the Eaſt of leaving the aged, and in- 
firm to be devoured by Crocodiles, 


Perſon 


(48) 


Perſon * Prerogatives of an afflicted So reien, would 
have elevated him to the ſummit of human eſteem. | 


Of CARMATHEN and SYDNEY. it is ſufficient. 
we to remark, they vigorouſly oppoſed the American 
Mur, and are now cooperating with the Cabinet in thoſe 


ſalutary Reſtrictions, which, under divine Providence, 
may retard our ruin. 


„ 
eee e 


4655 exact Copy of the ſuppreſſed Pamphlet may be had at 
the Aurhok's, the Corner of SLOAN-SQUARE, Lower 


SLOAN-STREET, CHELSEA; at No g, QUEEN-STREET, near 
DuKE-STREET, GROSVENOR-OQUARE, and no where elſe, 


I beg leave to make my acknowlegements to the Public for 


the very indulgent reception of Alfred, and the Hiftory of the 
Royal Matlady. - | 


The Partizans of POPERY and FACTION, indeed, 


rage like madmen ; but the former I pity, the latter, I deſpiſe. 
Let them attack me with ARGUMENT: Their miſerable 
inyectives only publiſh-the book, and accelerate the ſale, 


Pn WITHERS, 


February, 14, 
— 1789. 


- * 


